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Observation

Five People namely, Felix Mwangala, Albert Chisenga, Sungani Banda, Paul Phiri and Ignatius Mainsa all of Agco Zambia Chalimbana Farm used it and the following were the observations.

The hand planter works well on dry soils as compared to wet soils especially for the type of soils that we have here, (Clay and loam).
When the soil is wet, it is rather difficult to plant maize using the hand planter because the soils stick and block the seed out let making it difficult to drop the seed as required. The situation only improves when the soils are removed from the blocked out let. This process repeats itself quite often as you are planting due to the wet soils that keep sticking to the seed out let.

 The rate of planting maize is being affected due to time spent on unblocking or removing wet soils from the blocked out let of the hand planter.
It is also observed that, a funnel is required when pouring seed in to the hand planter to reduce on wastage of seed which falls as you are loading it with maize seed.

SUMMARY

Advantages

· Works well on dry soils

· It’s easy to use, drops maize seed conveniently

Disadvantages

· Does not work well on wet soils

· Fails to engage sometimes and drops up to three (3) seeds per each hole on rare occasions
Break Downs

We have had only a miner break down which requires replacement of three screw nuts for the point that goes into the soil.
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